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F 
ebruary has gone by in a 
flash. I attended the Orlando 
HamCation earlier this month 

with Conrad Owens, WA3RRS.  As 
we came into the building we noticed 
that ICOM had a huge display show-
ing all of their radio products. One of 
the radios that got our attention was 
the IC-7300. This radio has an inno-
vative architecture in that it converts 
the RF signals at the front end di-
rectly to digital data for further pro-
cessing  similar to the Flex radio de-
signs, but in a classic transceiver 
box format. It has a touch screen 
color display and it sells for around 
$1300. It’s worth a look if you are 
looking for a transceiver. 
 
Another observation was the intro-
duction of the PowerGenius  XL  
1500 watt solid state amplifier from  
FlexRadio  Systems. We were 
amazed to learn of the efficiency of 
this amplifier and also impressed  by 
the green and red LED light show 
from the inside of the amplifier which 
delineates when you are on standby 
or transmitting mode.  
 
We completed the sale of the spare 
parts and cable left over from our 
January auction which were 
displayed on Al Culbert’s, K0AL, ta-
ble at the HamCation.  We netted 
$84 that we added to our treasury. 
 
Roger Schmitt, KY4RS, and I met 
with Karen Haynes who is coordinat-
ing the Shark’s Tooth 10K race to 
confirm the positions of our monitors 
and to make sure we were aware of 

any changes to our responsibilities. 
The race will take place on Saturday 
04 March 2017. She gave us the vol-
unteers’ shirts and safety vest to 
wear at the event. 
 
I have submitted our request for our  
booth at the Shark’s Tooth Festival 
which will take place on 7 April to the 
9 April. If you have not yet signed up 
to operate  the K4S special event HF 
station please see Jim Shortill, 
KJ4NDO, and he will put you on the 
list. It’s a good and fun time to get 
some HF operating experience. 
 
I hope everyone has an enjoyable 
March. 
 
VY 73 to All de Andy-KB1HIP  
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March Meeting  

Our meeting will start at 7:00 PM on 

Wednesday, 08 March 2017 at the 

Coast Guard Auxiliary Training Cen-

ter, 1200 South Harbor Drive.  
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P 
resident Andy Durette, KB1HIP,  called 

the meeting to order at 7:05 PM with the 

pledge to the Flag.  Introductions were 

made all around by name and call sign. 

MINUTES:  President Durette requested a mo-

tion to accept the minutes  of the 11 January 

2017  meeting as published in the Communica-

tor.  Motion was made, seconded and approved. 

CORRESPONDENCE:   Participation letter re-

ceived from the Shark Tooth Festival organiza-

tion.  President Durette will submit the required 

information. 

TREASURER'S REPORT:     Treasurer Frank 

Wroblewski, W2XYZ, reported a beginning bal-

ance of $5,139.85,  income of $2,225.00, ex-

penses of $91.25 and an ending balance of 

$7,273.60. 

SUNSHINE:    Gary Hagens reported that his 

wife was in hospital undergoing replacement of a 

heart valve.  

VE TESTING:    Don Jansen, KI4VGE, reported 

that one candidate  took the exam.    

LIAISON TO QCWA:   There were 27 members, 

spouses and visitors present for the 6 February 

2017 meeting of Suncoast Chapter 53.  Hans 

Napfel, WB2ZZB, offered a power point presen-

tation "From Budapest to Amsterdam by water." 

REPEATER / TECHNICAL:     Both the 146.805 

MHz analog repeater and the 444.10 MHz digital 

repeater are operating satisfactorily.  Frank 

Wroblewski, W2XYZ, noted that a digital repeater 

had been established in Punta Gorda, FL with a 

frequency of 442.921 on receive.  Additionally, he  

advised that the TARC repeater equipment own-

er wished to put the users of  frequency 146.805 

MHz, ( TARC weekly 2 meter net and members 

of the Disaster Amateur Radio Network who used 

the net for emergency/disaster preparedness), on 

notice that the analog repeater would no longer 

be available after March 31, 2017, as he was 

changing the station from joint analog-digital use 

to digital only. The Club formed an exploratory 

committee to re-establish a VHF repeater on fre-

quency 146.805 MHZ for club, emergency/

disaster and public use.     

OLD BUSINESS:  

1.     The Shark Tooth 10K road race is sched-

uled for Saturday, March 4th.  The Shark Tooth 

Festival will be held 7 - 9 April 2017.  The club 

provides short wave radio safety over watch for 

the 10K runners and operates special event sta-

tion K4S during the Festival.  Roger Schmitt, 

KY4RS, agreed to perform the duties as overall 

event coordinator and  Frank Wroblewski, 

W2XYZ, agreed to conduct a communications 

test at the airport using the new digital radios to 

ensure that they would function properly during 

the 10K road race. 

2.   Glenn Hyde, N4MXQ, conducted an inde-

pendent technical class session for members 

who want to learn digital procedures.  The class 

was held at the USCG Training Center on Satur-

day, 14 January 2017, at 2: OO PM.  An estimat-

ed 30 students attended. 

3.   The rest, residue and remainder of the donat-

ed equipment that was offered for auction previ-

ously but not sold, will be sold at the Hamcation 

in Orlando. 

NEW BUSINESS:     The club has received an-

other donation of Ham equipment consisting 

mostly of cabling.  This gear will be auctioned off 

after the March meeting program.  Term are cash 

or check. 

ADJOURNMENT:      The meeting adjourned at 

7:30 PM. There were 21 Ham members, Ham 

visitors and one guest. 

PROGRAM:   There were two programs.  The 

first was on the advances in 3-D printing, by Stan 

Robinson, W9SMR, and Hans Napfel, WB2ZZB  

The second was on Digital Radio, by Will 

Wehner, WB8FXJ. 

TAMIAMI AMATEUR RADIO CLUB     Minutes of the 2/08/17 Meeting 
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DX Jack’s page….               ……..  By Jack Sproat, W4JS 
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Digital Frank’s page.DMR Wizardry By W2XYZ 

Whaaaaat?  You're still reading this stuff?  You're tougher than I thought.  Personally, I 

thought you would have given up by now.  I see you got what it takes, so here we go 

with another exciting episode of, Programming the MD-380 radio. 

 

Last month we ended with you opening the programming software and loading the codeplug of your 

radio into the computer and then saving the codeplug on your computer.  OK, let's begin with turning 

off your radio, if it isn't already, and connecting the programming cable to the radio and the computer.  

Next we open the programming software and it should look something like this. 

 

Turn on your radio. The 

fourth icon from the left 

looks like a radio with a 

yellow arrow pointing 

OUT.  Click on this icon 

so we can take the data 

OUT of the radio and into 

your program.  Another 

dialog box pops up and 

says, “Read data from 

radio” Click the OK box.  

A line will move from left 

to right as it reads the 

data and then tell you it's 

done.  Click the OK 

again. 

 

Punta Gorda has put up 

a new DMR repeater.  

Let's create a zone for Punta Gorda and then create one channel in that zone.  Begin by looking in 

the column on the left side for “Zone Information” and click the little + sign next to it.  Click on the first 

zone you see (probably Englewood).  Looking on the right side of the screen, the channels associat-

ed with that particular zone are shown.  Near the bottom is a button that says, “Add”.  Please click 

the “Add” button.  A new box opens and shows “Zone 1” for the Zone Name.  We want to highlight 

“Zone 1” and replace it with the words “Punta Gorda” 

 

Viola!  You're done.  You have created a new zone for your radio and named it Punta Gorda.  Now 

look at the left side of the screen for “Channels Information”.  Click the small + sign next to it.  Click 

on the first channel displayed and go to the extreme bottom of the page (you may have to scroll to it) 

and find a button labeled “Add”.  Click the “Add” button and a new channel template appears.  We 

only need to change the data in five of those boxes to enter our new channel information.  First, go 



to the box labeled “TOT[s]”.  This is the time out timer and the number expresses the number of se-

conds before the transmitter will timeout.  I've heard you on the radio and 60 seconds is not enough 

when you get wound-up.  Click the little triangle to the right of 60 and select 180.  180 is three 

minutes, that should be long enough. 

 

At the top of the next column is a field labeled “Channel Name”.  We want to highlight what's written 

in there and replace it with something that will tell you, this is the Punta Gorda repeater.  I suggest, 

P.G. Rptr or maybe W4DUX Rptr.  Next enter the RX Frequency of 442.92500.  Move to the TX Fre-

quency and enter 447.92500.  Lastly, in the right column we need to change the information in the 

field labeled, “Contact Name”.  Click on the small triangle and scroll through the list that appears for 

something that says, “Repeater.” or maybe “Local 9”  The idea is we want to use Talk Group 9.  If 

you are having trouble finding those names, you can look for the proper name by going to the left 

side of the screen and opening “Digital Contacts” and see what name they assigned to Talk Group 9, 

and then use that name for the “Contact Name” 

 

We're almost done.  We only need to assign this new channel to the new zone you created.  Go 

back to the left side of the screen and open “Zone Information”.  Scroll to “Punta Gorda” and open it.  

On the right side of the screen is a box with two columns.  The right side is blank and the left side 

shows every channel contained in your radio.  Scroll to the bottom on the left column and you'll see 

the channel you just created, “P.G. Rptr” or whatever you named it.  Highlight it by clicking its name.  

In the center space between the two columns, you'll see the buttons “Add>>” and “Delete>>” (note, 

that these are the buttons between the columns and not at the bottom of the columns).  Click the 

“Add>>” button and you'll see your new channel has moved from the left column to the right column. 

 

The programming is done.  We'll now save it by clicking the word “File” in the upper left-hand corner 

of the screen and then selecting “Save As...”  Enter a name that's easy to remember, like “W2XYZ is 

not only handsome but is also a Ham Extraordinaire” or maybe something like your callsign with a 

number 1 after it.  After it's saved, we want to write it to the radio.  In case you are no longer con-

nected to the computer with your radio on, then be sure the radio is off, plug in the cable and turn on 

the radio.  Now we'll write the new program to the radio by selecting the fifth icon, which shows a ra-

dio and a red arrow point IN to the radio.  Clicking this IN icon will bring up a box asking, “Write Data 

To Radio”.  Click OK.  A line will travel from left to right while it is writing and another box pops up 

telling you it's done. Click OK and turn off your radio.  Disconnect your radio. 

 

Turn your radio on.  Press the Green button which brings up the menu.  Scroll to “Zone” and press 

the green button.  Scroll to Punta Gorda and press the green button.  Turn the channel selector to 

position one and press the PTT button.  If you did things correctly, and you are within range of the 

Punta Gorda machine, you'll hear the familiar “beep-beep”.  Begin to talk and say hello to your new 

friends in Punta Gorda.  

           de W2XYZ, Frank 
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DMR Wizardry, Continued 



A ship in the harbor is safe, but 
that’s not why ships are built. 

Scenes From Orlando Hamcation 

Al & Phil—all but sold out! 

Clear skies for outdoor sales. 

Beam me up, Scotty! 

Things thinned out by Sunday. 

Send a message home . _ . _ . _ 

OK, so I have 10 antennas (count ‘em). 
Now, where do I put the radios? 
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A look into the shack of W5GJ 

TARC member Bob Schneider, W5GJ, acquired his 

first receiver, a Hallicrafters S53A in 1952 at age 13.  

That rig is still in use as a station monitor.  He has 

since added a few pieces of equipment. 

Bob flew jetliners as a captain for TWA for 30 years, 

where he was type rated on six planes, but flew pre-

dominately Boeing 727s and 767s.  He retired 20 

years ago, giving him time to pursue his avocation of 

ham radio. 

Bob operates daily (up to 15 hours per week) on one or more of his seven operating stations – al-

most exclusively CW.  He is self-described as “fluent in Morse code”, has worked over 300 countries 

on CW, and is a member of the Straight Key Century Club (SKCC). 

It all starts with good antennas, and W5GJ has a bundle.  We’ll work our way 

up in frequency.  First, there’s a full length, center-fed dipole for 160 meters 

with a balun and ladder line feed. 

Then there’s a vertical for 40 and 80 meters. 

Next is the tower 

with four booms.  

The top boom in-

cludes the WARC 

bands with three ele-

ments at 12 meters, 

two elements at 17 

meters, and two ele-

ments at 30 meters.  

Next is a Force 12 

five-element boom 

for 6 meters. Below 

that is a nine-

element 2 meter 

beam. On the bottom 

is a C-19 – 19 foot 

boom with five ele-

ments on 10 meters, 

three elements on 15 

meters, and three 

elements on 20 me-

ters. 

Plus a mobile all-

band bug catcher. 

160 M on a snag. 

40 & 80 M 

 

A mobile 10, 40 & up 
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W5GJ continued………. 

< Station #1  is an Icom 746 Pro 160 

thru 2 meter with an Icom PW1 six-

meter KW amp     and a Commander 

2 two-meter KW amp.  Both have 

hard line to the tower. 

Station # 2 features a 160 thru 6 me-

ter Icom 7600 feeding an Elecraft 

KPA 500W amp plus tuner.  This is 

Bob’s “everyday” CW station.  A 

straight key and keyer serve both sta-

tions 1 and 2.                   

< Station #3 is an AM and CW station 

with a Barker & Williamson 5100B 

transmitter.  The receiver is a Collins 

75 A-4 all mode.  Bob’s original Hal-

licrafters S 53-A is used as a station 

monitor.  Two bugs and a straight key 

round out the setup. 

Station #4 is a Collins lineup with a 

KWM2, 312B5 VFO, and 30LI KW 

amp modified for 80 thru 10.  A   

straight key and a keyer feed the rig.  
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^#3 serves W4BTR.  Watch for a fu-

ture article. 



W5GJ continued………. 

The monitor and laptop serve stations 1 & 2. ^  ^Station #5 is Bob’s main station powered by 

an Icom IC 7800 160-6M into an Alpha 87 A 

1.5 kW amp with a Pal Star HF 2kW auto-

tuner. A straight key, keyer , and seldom used 

mike provide interface.  Rotor control is switch-

able remotely from here and other stations. 

Solar/battery power drive an Elecraft KX1 5W rig 

as station #6 poolside or on cruise ships. 

Station #7 sports ^ 

an Icom 7100 

160M to 436 MHZ 

mobile unit.  Note 

the keyer operated 

backwards. 

A rare sight!  Bob making his first 60 meter 

contact on phone with KF9HS & K4WJ.                                               

And this is how you operate a keyer 

left-handed and backwards! 

Bob with Enzo (white) > 

and Portia (black) in-

specting the tower base. 

If you are now experi-
encing some station envy, 
I suspect you may be 
forgiven.    ………  San 
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Here is the text of an exchange of e-mails between Jack, W4JS and Maria Somma, AB1FM, 

ARRL VEC Manager : 

Good Morning Maria, 

  

The 11 February Tamiami ARC VE session in Venice, Florida was the last one in which I served as 

Team Liaison. I started as a VE in 1996 and soon became the liaison for both the Englewood ARS 

and Tamiami ARC VE teams. Due to lack of candidates, the EARS sessions folded around 2000, 

however, the TARC efforts have remained viable over the years. 

 

Don Jansen-KI4VGE has been prepping to assume the team liaison position for the TARC team and 

the attached letter, which was included with the exam documents, gives further details. The  

information for the TARC sessions was updated over the weekend, but it does not yet show in the 

"find an exam site" web pages. 

  

As stated in that letter, I certainly have appreciated your personal assistance from time to time and I 

believe you are excellent as Manager of the ARRL/VEC. I wish you continued success! 

  

VY 73, 

  

Jack Sproat - W4JS 

Englewood, FL  

And Maria’s reply: 

Wow Jack! 

You have been with the program since 1996!  I guess some rest is in order. :-) 

 

I will make sure all the team information and field stocked  designation is transferred into Don Jan-

sen's record. 

 

Thank you for service over the years. We appreciate your willingness to help out your local ham  

community. 

 

Please keep in touch.... 

 

Sincerely, 

Maria Somma, AB1FM 

ARRL VEC Manager  

TARC’s sincere thanks to Jack for his many years of faithful service.  We thank 

Don, KI4VGE for stepping up to serve as liaison, and offer our support to con-

tinue the TARC VE program. 
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TARC VE TEAM LIAISON …  changing of the guard 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 

 

 1 
 

2 
TARC net @ 

7:30 PM 

W4AC / RPT  

146.805 ** 

3 
Breakfast @ 

Peaches * 

4 
Shark Tooth 

10 K RUN 

TARC moni-

toring. 

5 6 
QCWA   
11:30 AM 
Oriental Buffet  
4458 Bee 
Ridge 

7 
Breakfast @ 

Peaches * 

DMR net @ 

7:30 PM 

W4AC 444.1 

8 
TARC meet-

ing @ Coast 

Guard Train-

ing Center 

7:00 PM 

9 
TARC net @ 

7:30 PM 

W4AC / RPT  

146.805 ** 

10 
Breakfast @ 

Peaches * 

 

11 

TARC VE 

Session @ 

Jacaranda 

Public Library 

10:00 AM 

12 
 

13 
DARN Emer-

gency net @ 

11AM Starts 

on NI4CE/RPT 

145.43 pl100 

14 
Breakfast @ 

Peaches * 

DMR net @ 

7:30 PM 

W4AC 444.1 

15 16 
TARC net @ 

7:30 PM 

W4AC / RPT  

146.805 ** 

17 
Breakfast @ 

Peaches * 

18 

19 20 21 
Breakfast @ 

Peaches * 

DMR net @ 

7:30 PM 

W4AC 444.1 

22 23 
TARC net @ 

7:30 PM 

W4AC / RPT  

146.805 ** 

24 
Breakfast @ 

Peaches * 

 

25 

26 27 28 
Breakfast @ 

Peaches * 

DMR net @ 

7:30 PM 

W4AC 444.1 

  * Peaches opens 

at 6:00 AM, or-

ders taken at 

7:00. 

 

March 2017 

 ** If the W4AC 146.805 Repeater is inoperative, nets may move to 146.580 MHz simplex. Thanks for your cooperation.  
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TAMIAMI AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC. 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 

Name ____________________________Call sign_________ Class_____ ARRL, (Y/N) ___ 

 

Local Address_______________________City__________________Zip_______________ 

 

   Phone__________________ Cell _________________ E-Mail______________________ 

 

Summer Address_____________________ City _____________St.____ Zip ____________ 

    

   Phone __________________ Alt. E-mail________________________________________ 

 

Application Date_________________     Amount enclosed  _________________________ 

 

Please check items of interest: 

[   ]  A -  ATV/SSTV   [   ]  L - Echo Link  [   ]  S - Special Events 

[   ]  C -  Contests    [   ]  N - Net Control  [   ]  T - Training 

[   ]  D - Digital (DMR, PSK, etc.) [   ]  O - Computers  [   ]  U -  VHF/UHF 

[   ]  E -  Emergency Comm.  [   ]  P -   Packet   [   ]  V - VE Testing 

[   ]  F - Field Day      [   ]  Q - Publicity   [   ]  X - DX 

[   ]  I -  RFI/TVI    [   ]  R - Repeater   [   ]  Y - RTTY 

[   ]  Other (Specify) _______________________________________________________ 

 

MAIL TO: TAMIAMI AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC. 

   PO Box 976 

   Nokomis, FL  34274 

2017 TARC OFFICERS: 

President:  Andy Durette  KB1HIP 

Vice President: Gary Hagens  K6OC 

Secretary:  Jim Shortill   KJ4NDO 

Treasurer:  Frank Wroblewski  W2XYZ 

Directors:  Peter Boers   KV4LR 

   Larry Bryan   W8LIG 

   Don Jansen   KI4VGE
   Tom McDermitt  W3GXV 

   San Yoder   K3SY 

The Communicator is a monthly publication of  

The Tamiami Amateur Radio Club, Inc.  Editor: San Yoder, K3SY 

http://www.tamiamiarc.org   Webmaster: Dave Gill, K4JDG 

Dues: 

Regular member      $20.00/yr. 

    After 6/1  -  $10.00 to yr. end 

    After 10/31  $20.00 thru next yr. 

Family Membership   $25.00/yr 

Non Voting Student      $5.00/yr 

New licensee  - first year free. 

 


