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Next month: 
 
How to set up 
your station to 
communicate   
via FT8. 

T 
he summer period is 
coming to an end as kids 
go back to school and the 

snowbirds return to Florida. 
 
I am one of the snowbirds…… 
at the moment in New Hamp-
shire enjoying the nice weather 
and the terrific seafood and 
planning to return to Venice in 
early October to start a new 
season. 
 
I did not have an  opportunity to 
do too much ham radio this 
summer. I did go visit Jim 
Shortill, KJ4NDO and his broth-
er Joe, W1XXV in Maine to help 
set up Joe’s station which in-
cludes the Kenwood TS2000 
transceiver and the MFJ 
ALS600 solid state amplifier.  
 
The wiring setup was pretty 
straightforward but we were not 
successful in preventing the 

ALS600 from going into fault 
mode. 
 
Subsequent conversations with 
MFJ determined the root cause 
of our problem; the microphone 
gain on the transceiver was set 
too high. After Jim and Joe 
made the adjustments the 
ALS600 now puts out the speci-
fied 500 watts. 
 
We are planning a full slate of 
activities for the season in addi-
tion to the breakfast which I en-
joy attending. 
 
I hope everyone has an enjoya-
ble rest of August and Septem-
ber.  
 
VY 73 to All de Andy-KB1HIP  
 

 

 
 

September Meeting 
Our meeting will start at 7:00 PM on Wednesday, 

13 September, 2017 at the Coast Guard Auxil-

iary Training Center, 1200 South Harbor Drive.  
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DX Jack’s page….               ……..  By Jack Sproat, W4JS 



Digital Frank’s page . Wizardry By W2XYZ 
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W hat’s more fun than working DX?  Nothing! Well, maybe a couple of things are, 

but they are usually immoral, illegal, or fattening.  Everyone enjoys working 

new stations on HF.  Many of us have very minimal antennas (look, my hand is 

raised, too), and with this lull in propagation, pickings on the HF bands have been 

mighty slim.  Last month (July), Dr. Joe Taylor did something about that.  If you’re 

thinking he banned antenna restrictions or created sunspots, you’re totally wrong.  Dr. Joe Taylor is 

an astrophysicist working as a professor at Princeton University.  He is a former recipient of a No-

ble Prize in Physics.  He is also K1JT. 

Dr. Joe Taylor, or Joe as his parents call him, is the creator of several weak signal digital communi-

cation modes.  You’ve probably heard of a couple of his many creations, like the JT65 mode which 

decodes signals around 25 db below the noise level, and JT9 which is even more sensitive, decod-

ing signals around 27 db below the noise floor.  I’ve used both JT65 and JT9 and have found them 

amazing.  I’ve made many hundreds of contacts with these modes, many of them with just using 

five watts and a random length of wire in the attic as an antenna.  Now the bad news… At times, 

I’ve had more fun watching paint dry than using JT65 or JT9.  The reason being because it is so 

slow.  It takes two full minutes to send a 13 character “canned” message and seeing if anyone re-

plied to it.  A quick QSO takes six minutes.  I’m not knocking JT65 or JT9.  I think they are wonder-

ful and I’m thankful we have a means of enjoying our hobby when conditions are far less than per-

fect.  I just wish it was quicker. 

TA-DA (trumpet blaring)  Enter FT8.  Joe Taylor, K1JT and Steve Franke, K9AN developed a new 

mode called FT8 (Franke-Taylor).  Its major claim(s) to glory is that it is four times faster than and 

almost as sensitive as JT65 or JT9.  WOW—now that’s what I’m talking about!!!  A whole QSO in-

cluding automatic log entry in 90 seconds.  You are still limited to 13 characters in each transmis-

sion.  Also it is a couple of db less sensitive than JT65, but in my experience I haven’t noticed any 

problem with that. 

How does it do it?  It uses a modulation scheme of 8 frequency shifted tones spaced 5.86 Hz apart 

thereby occupying a total bandwidth of on 47 Hz.  Furthermore it employs some weird sort of char-

acter set that is very efficient and does forward error checking.  All that plus time synchronization 

and three data synchronizations during the transmission make for some pretty amazing results.  

More info on how it works is available several places online including https://w5fc.org/2017/07/15/

new-digital-mode-from-k1jt-ft8/ or https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WSJT_(amateur_radio_software)

#JT65  

Do you want to know how to get it?  You can get this software by sending $1000.00 in small un-

marked bills to W2XYZ or download it for FREE on the https://physics.princeton.edu/pulsar/k1jt/

wsjtx.html website.  If you choose the free method rather than what I think should be your first 

choice, scroll to near the bottom of the page and look for wsjtx-1.8.0-rc1 in the flavor of your com-

puter’s operating system (Windows, Linux, Macintosh). 

If you are familiar with using the digital modes and how to install software, you should now have 

enough experience to get your station on the air with FT8.  If you are new to this type of communi-

cation and want more detailed instructions, I’ll continue this topic next month in the newsletter.  Un-

til then…           73, Frank W2XYZ 
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It 
 was a typical Saturday afternoon on the farm in western Pennsylvania in the halcyon days of 

the mid-fifties.  Mr. Snow and his eight-year-old son were fishing across the pond.  It looked 

like it might rain, so my brother-in-law, Bill, and I were hustling to finish mowing the lawn.  As 

our mowers converged on the last pass, CRACK!!!  Lightning struck the water just feet from each of 

the four individuals there – scared the bejeebers out of all of us.  With a quick check if anyone was 

injured, we all fled the scene to seek shelter. 

Fast forward a generation to the mid-eighties.  The eight-year old, Donald Snow, had grown up, ma-

tured, moved west, and became a writer.  One of his works was a short story published in the spring 

1987 edition of outdoor magazine “Gray’s Sporting Journal”.  It was titled “In Someone’s Pursuit”, 

and dealt entirely with he and his father fishing at Yoder’s pond.  In that article he gave a very much 

embellished account of the lightning strike. 

His account read:  “The wind that whipped the lawn chairs down suddenly stopped.  The charcoal 

clouds were now a sick ochre.  They seemed palpable, as if about to touch my face.  Up the bank a 

ways, Dad hollered something about getting out of there.  He was trotting to retrieve the metal lawn 

chairs when the first bolt hit.  It knocked him flat.  About the time I opened my lips, the second hit.  

After that, I don’t remember a thing.”  He goes on; “’You were flat on the bank when I got to you’ 

Yoder was saying to me, as if through a tiny horn.  I realized my ears were ringing loud.  ‘You were 

lyin’ there starin’ into the pond.  That water was right up to your nose.  By God, you boys are lucky 

to be alive.’”  As I said, the author exercised “poetic license”. 

Fast forward once again to 2008.  Something motivated me to “Google” Dr. Donald Snow.  I found 

he is a professor of  environmental studies at Whitman College in Walla Walla, Washington, so I e-

mailed him; noting that I was there when lightning struck while he was fishing, which he so vividly 

described in his magazine story.   

After a month or so of waiting, I assumed my e-mail ended up in a spam folder.  But then I received 

a reply.  It opened with – “I apologize for not responding to you sooner.  By the time March rolls 

around, I’m up to my forehead in student papers, senior theses, departmental mischief, and the oc-

casional need to sleep.  The semester, 

and year, ended 25 minutes ago, and 

now I return to real life, civility and a 

stack of unanswered correspondence – 

of which your kind message sat on top.” 

Reminiscing followed, and a copy of 

“Fruit Room” – tales of his growing up, 

was attached. 

I am sometimes amazed that a micro-

second burst of electrical energy can 

weave a thread of memories across 

generations.  

Yoder’s ponds, ca. 1955 

A Bolt Out of the Blue By San Yoder, K3SY 
This article was originally published in the Eastside Venice Neighbors magazine in the October, 2015 issue.  

Since I’m out of town much of July, August, and September it’s here to save newsletter prep time.  SY 



August/September, 2017                         THE COMMUNICATOR                                      Page  5 

Scenes from July’s European excursion by K3SY 

Remnants of the Berlin wall—note the ^ 
guard tower atop the “Pirates” building Budapest at sunset   
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www.qsl.net/k4adl.  

Smile, your HOA is looking out for you! 

http://www.qsl.net/k4adl


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

* Peaches opens 

at 6:00 AM, or-

ders taken at 

7:00. 

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

1 
Breakfast @ 

Peaches * 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
QCWA   
11:30 AM 
Hibachi grill 

5 
Breakfast @ 

Peaches * 

DMR net @ 

7:30 PM 

W4AC 444.1 

6 
 

7 

 

 

8 
Breakfast @ 

Peaches * 

 

9  
TARC VE 

Session @ 

Jacaranda 

Public Library 

10:00 AM 

10 
 

11 
DARN Emer-

gency net @ 

11AM Starts 

on NI4CE/RPT 

145.43 pl100 

12 
Breakfast @ 

Peaches * 

DMR net @ 

7:30 PM 

W4AC 444.1 

13 
TARC meet-

ing @ Coast 

Guard Train-

ing Center 

7:00 PM 

14 
 

15 
Breakfast @ 

Peaches * 

16 

17 18 19 
Breakfast @ 

Peaches * 

DMR net @ 

7:30 PM 

W4AC 444.1 

20 21 
 

22 
Breakfast @ 

Peaches * 

 

23 

24 

 

 

25 26 
Breakfast @ 

Peaches * 

DMR net @ 

7:30 PM 

W4AC 444.1 

27 28 
 

29 
Breakfast @ 

Peaches * 

30 

September 2017 

 ** The W4AC 146.805 Repeater is now DMR.      DMR net meets on TAC 311 
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TAMIAMI AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC. 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 

Name ____________________________Call sign_________ Class_____ ARRL, (Y/N) ___ 

 

Local Address_______________________City__________________Zip_______________ 

 

   Phone__________________ Cell _________________ E-Mail______________________ 

 

Summer Address_____________________ City _____________St.____ Zip ____________ 

    

   Phone __________________ Alt. E-mail________________________________________ 

 

Application Date_________________     Amount enclosed  _________________________ 

 

Please check items of interest: 

[   ]  A -  ATV/SSTV   [   ]  L - Echo Link  [   ]  S - Special Events 

[   ]  C -  Contests    [   ]  N - Net Control  [   ]  T - Training 

[   ]  D - Digital (DMR, PSK, etc.) [   ]  O - Computers  [   ]  U -  VHF/UHF 

[   ]  E -  Emergency Comm.  [   ]  P -   Packet   [   ]  V - VE Testing 

[   ]  F - Field Day      [   ]  Q - Publicity   [   ]  X - DX 

[   ]  I -  RFI/TVI    [   ]  R - Repeater   [   ]  Y - RTTY 

[   ]  Other (Specify) _______________________________________________________ 

 

MAIL TO: TAMIAMI AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC. 

   PO Box 976 

   Nokomis, FL  34274 

2017 TARC OFFICERS: 

President:  Andy Durette  KB1HIP 

Vice President: Gary Hagens  K6OC 

Secretary:  Jim Shortill   KJ4NDO 

Treasurer:  Frank Wroblewski  W2XYZ 

Directors:  Peter Boers   KV4LR 

   Larry Bryan   W8LIG 

   Don Jansen   KI4VGE
   Tom McDermitt  W3GXV 

   San Yoder   K3SY 

The Communicator is a monthly publication of  

The Tamiami Amateur Radio Club, Inc.  Editor: San Yoder, K3SY 

http://www.tamiamiarc.org   Webmaster: Dave Gill, K4JDG 

Dues: 

Regular member      $20.00/yr. 

    After 6/1  -  $10.00 to yr. end 

    After 10/31  $20.00 thru next yr. 

Family Membership   $25.00/yr 

Non Voting Student      $5.00/yr 

New licensee  - first year free. 

 


