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A 
s we finish the Thanksgiving Holiday period, I want to take this oppor-
tunity to thank all the officers, the board of directors, and all our 
members for their support of our radio club. Without them we would 

not have a successful and growing organization. 
 
Again this month, I‟d like to highlight an article written by Larry Evans and 
published in the November 7 issue of the Health and Leisure section of the 
Venice Gondolier Sun. It‟s a great article describing what the TARC club 
does, our upcoming license course, and also inviting guests to our monthly 
meeting.  As a result of this article and other publicity, we have 29 signed up 
for the license course starting December 1, and we had 27 members and 8 
guests in attendance at our November monthly meeting.  Membership in our 
club is at an all-time high.  We should all be proud of this accomplishment. 
 
Our annual Christmas party will be held on Thursday, December 13 at Valen-
ti„s Ristorante located at 1200 E. Venice Avenue.   Cocktail hour starts at 4:00 
PM and dinner at 5:00 PM.  Please let Jim Shortill, KJ4NDO, if you plan to 
attend and you have not yet signed up. 
 
A couple of activities are coming up for December and January:  First, if we 
can put it together, we  plan to operate at the Boca Grande/Gasparilla Light 
House (USA 910) as part of the Amateur Radio Light House Society (ARLHS) 
Christmas Lights program which runs from December 15 to January 4, 2019. 
In addition, we will participate in the Winter Field Day (WFDA) event on Janu-
ary 26 and 27, 2019. We will discuss these two events at our December 12 
monthly meeting. 
 
As we finish this year, we are looking to fill the club officer and board posi-
tions for the next year.  Please consider running for one of the positions.  
Your involvement will ensure that the club will continue to be an important 
part of the community. Please see me if you have an interest to serve. 
 
In closing I want to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
            VY 73 to all de Andy, KB1HIP  

Next meeting December 12, 2018 

Our meeting will start at 7:00 PM on Wednesday, 12 

December, 2018 at the Coast Guard Auxiliary Training 

Center, 1200 South Harbor Drive.  



Page 2                 THE COMMUNICATOR                                  December, 2018 

TAMIAMI AMATEUR RADIO CLUB     Minutes of the 11/14/18 Meeting 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by President Andy Durette, KB1HIP. The pledge to the flag followed.  Intro-

ductions were made by name and call sign.   

MINUTES:  President Durette requested a motion to accept the minutes  of the October 10, 2018  meeting as published 

in the Communicator.  Motion was made, seconded and approved. 

CORRESPONDENCE:  None    

TREASURER'S REPORT:  Treasurer Frank Wroblewski, W2XYZ, reported an ending balance of $4,242.43 as of Octo-

ber 31.  

SUNSHINE:  N/A 

VE TESTING:  Steve Phillips, WA1ZKN, reported that one candidate presented for testing.  He passed both the Tech-

nical and the General exams.     

LIAISON TO QCWA:  QCWA meetings was held at Denny's Restaurant on Bee Ridge Road, Sarasota, FL at 11:00 

AM, November 1st.  There were 20 members, spouses and guests present. Hans Napfel WB2ZZB, presented a pro-

gram on the use of Zeros and Ones for digital computing. 

REPEATER / TECHNICAL:  Frank Wroblewski, W2XYZ, reported that the digital repeater 444.10 MHz was working 

satisfactorily; the frequency used being TAC 311.  The Club 2 Meter analog repeater is 146.805 MHz (-) PL 100.  The 

digital net opens Tuesday at 7:30 PM.  The 2 Meter net opens Thursday at 7:30 PM.  The 10 meter net on frequency 

28.450 MHz, upper side band,  begins immediately upon the conclusion of the 2 Meter net.  Frank noted that participa-

tion on all three nets was very good. 

MEMBERSHIP:  There are 67 regular members, 17 first year free, 0 Student,  5 life and 1 comp,  for a total of 90 mem-

bers.   

PUBLICITY:  Please contact Tom Porada, W4IEE, if you have an idea for an article, or someone asks for Club infor-

mation. 

OLD BUSINESS:  1.  Christmas Party:   The Valenti restaurant was chosen for the Christmas Party.  The Party will be 

held on December 13th at Valenti's Restaurant, 1200 East Venice Ave., Venice, FL. Schedule of events: 4:00 PM - 5:00 

PM, fellowship and cocktails.  5:00 PM - 7:00 PM, Dinner. Approximately 30 members and wives have indicated that 

they will attend. 

2.   Auction:  Our club equipment auction is scheduled to be held after the meeting on January 9, 2019.  Please contact 

Jim Shortill, KJ4NDO, if you have items to contribute to the auction.  A list of items to go under the hammer will be pub-

lished in the Communicator.  Any late arriving items will  be entered on a separate list that will be distributed just prior 

the  start of the auction. 

3.   Technician Licensing Course:  Paul Nienaber, KN4BAR, Primary Instructor, advises that the course will be given the 

1st., 2nd., and 3rd. Saturdays in December at the Jacaranda Library.  Seventeen students have signed up so far.  Con-

tact Paul for class information flyers. Seats are still available for additional students. 

By motion made, seconded and unanimously passed, the Club agreed to pay the FCC Technician License examination 

fee for students taking Paul's course. 

4.   Election of Club Officers:  The election of Club officers will be held during the December meeting.  San Yoder, 

K3SY, agreed to serve as a committee of one for the Nominating Committee. 

5.   Another Tent:  This discussion was postponed until the December meeting. 

NEW BUSINESS:   1.   Light House Christmas Lights:  Andy Durette, KB1HIP,  advised that this event will start Decem-

ber 15 and last till January 4, 2019.  This event is sponsored by the Amateur Radio Lighthouse Society, (K2JXW), see: 

www.arlhs.com.  Andy is thinking of operating from Boca Grande/Gasparilla lighthouse, number USA 910.  He would 

like to be contacted by members who would be interested in participating in this event, setting up a station and transmit-

ting from the lighthouse. The ARLHS web site sets out the QSL rules.     >>>>>>>> 
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2.  Winter Field Day in January, 2019:  Winter Field Day is held on the last full weekend in January, 2019.  Paul Nien-

baer  is planning to set up a station in the North Jetty Park.  Members can work stations around the world in a park like 

setting under the comfy club tent.  The event will run 24 hours, for members wishing to polish up their early hour operat-

ing skills.  Contact Paul to secure an operating slot. 

It was moved, seconded and approved that the Club would pay the $90.00 onetime fee for this event. 

3.   New members wishing to obtain a club shirt should contact Gary Hagens, K6OC.  Be sure to know your shirt size. 

The 50-50 drawing of $15.00 was won by Chet Fennell, KG4IYS.  The amount was $21.00.  He donated it to the club.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 PM.   

There were 35 members and visitors present.  

The program was presented by Hans Napfel:  His first presentation illustrated how zeros and ones are used by comput-

ers to do arithmetic and to support alphabetic requirements.  In addition, he demonstrated via film, a complex mechani-

cal computer created almost 500 years ago,  in the shape of a young scribe who wrote legible notes.  He also presented 

pictures of complex adding machines from the 1950s and 1960s as examples of robust, accurate, mechanical compu-

ting machines. 

Minutes, con’t 

 

 

A 
t the November club meeting it was decided that the club will participate in Winter Field 

Day as W4AC.  A permit has been requested from the Sarasota County Parks Department 

to set up in the North Jetty Park in Nokomis with special permission to remain overnight 

(midnight to 8 am) from 10 am Saturday, January 26th to Sunday, January 27th.  Any club members 

interested in participating should contact Paul Nienaber, KN4BAR, at 941-468-3843.  A signup sheet 

will also be circulated at the December and January monthly club meetings so that all operating 

shifts can be staffed during this 24 hour event.  

Event details: 

 Purpose: To foster Ham camaraderie, field operation, emergency operating preparedness, 

and just plain on the air, outdoor fun in the midst of winter for American, Canadian and DX Ama-

teurs.  Don‟t let those winter doldrums keep you locked up in the house…. get out and play some 

radio!! 

· When: Winter Field Day runs for 24 hours during the last full weekend in January each year 

from 1900 UTC (2pm EST) Saturday to 1900 UTC (2pm EST) Sunday.  For 2019, the dates 

are January 26th and 27th.  Station set-up may commence no earlier than 1900 UTC (2pm 

EST) on Friday, January 25th.  Station setup may consume no more than 12 hours total.  

How & when you schedule/spend those 12 hours is up to you. 

· Bands: All Amateur bands, HF, VHF, & UHF except 12, 17, 30 and 60 meters. 

· Modes: Any mode… CW, SSB, AM, FM, DStar, C4FM, DMR, Packet, PSK, SSTV, RTTY, 

Olivia, Satellite, etc… 

You can review the rules for the event at https://www.winterfieldday.com/rules.  

            .....Paul, KN4BAR 

Winter -- brrr -- Field -- brrr -- Day 



  
MAJOR CURRENT/UPCOMING DX ACTIVITY & PROPAGATION HIGHLIGHTS

CURRENT and/or SCHEDULED DX ACTIVITY 

COUNTRY – CALL SIGN 
ACTIVITY 
PERIOD 

BEAR- 
ING 

HF BANDS and OPENING TIMES (UTC)  

80 40 30 20 17 15 12  10     
East Timor – 4W/DS3EXX 

East Timor – 4W/HL1AHS,  SSB/CW/FT8 
Sri Lanka – 4S7DLG by 2-op team, ++, FT8 

Ogasawara – JD1BPH & JI1CRM/JD1, all md 

Solomon Is – H44SHD by HB9SHD, ++, dig 
Cambodia – XU7AKB by HB9SHD, ++ 

Minami Torishima – JG8NQJ/JD1, CW/RTY 

Gambia – C5YK by ON7YK, ++, Digital  
Burkina Faso – XT2BR by F8FUA, all modes 

French Polynesia – TX0A/TX0M, 2-op team 

East Kiribati – T32NH by JA0JHQ, CW, FT8 
Senegal – 6V1A by 10-op team, SSB, CW 

Mariana Is – KH0TG by JL1UTS, 160m-20m  

Vanuatu – YJ0AFU by VK4AFU, FT8/CW/S 

Now to 02 Dec 

Now to 03 Dec 
Now to 06 Dec 

Now to 07 Dec 

Now to 10 Dec 
Now to 14 Dec 

Now to 31 Dec 

Now to Mar ‘19 
02 to 11 Dec 

04 to 18 Dec 

05 to 11 Dec 
07 to 09 Dec 

25 to 31 Dec 

25 Dec to 08 Jan 

299 

299 
28 

318 

274 
169 

308 

88 
83 

243 

267 
293 

306 

262 

NO 

NO 
NO 

NO 

NO 
-- 

-- 

-- 
00-06 

04-12 

04-12 
23-09 

09-12 

08-11 

Nil 

Nil 
Nil 

08-11 

08-11 
NO 

-- 

22-11 
00-07 

02-14 

02-14 
21-11 

07-13 

05-13 

09-13 

09-13 
0100 

06-13 

06-14 
-- 

-- 

-- 
07-10 

01-14 

01-14 
19-12 

06-13 

04-15 

13-15 

13-15 
2200 

20-01 

21-22 
Nil 

19-01 

17-22 
18-23 

15-10 

16-11 
11-00 

20-23 

04-17 

14-16 

14-16 
1300 

21-00 

19-00 
2300 

20-00 

12-20 
11-18 

16-02 

17-02 
11-20 

-- 

14-00 

22-00 

22-00 
1300 

21-00 

19-00 
1600 

-- 

13-18 
12-18 

16-00 

17-01 
12-19 

-- 

14-00 

NO 

NO 
NO 

NO 

20-23 
13-16 

-- 

15-19 
14-17 

18-24 

17-00 
13-19 

-- 

19-00 

NO 

NO 
NO 

NO 

Nil 
Nil 

-- 

Nil 
Nil 

Nil 

18-23 
Nil 

-- 

20-23 

Updated 29 October based on 29 October The Weekly DX, https://dx-world.net/ and http://www.ng3k.com   
Notes:  Time in bold = Bands with 75-100% opening; ??? = Call Sign not yet known; ++ = Mostly SSB; ** = Mostly CW; NO = No Opening fore-
cast.  Long Path bearings and opening times are underlined.  Propagation forecasts are calculated using W6ELProp propagation software, cross 
checked with http://www.voacap.com/hf/ and, where possible, VOACAP predictions based on current or recent operations. 
 

-- NOVEMBER SOLAR ACTIVITY -- 
Through 28 November, the 10.7 cm Solar Flux 

ranged from 67 to 73, with a mean value of 69.0 
(vs. 72.2 for Nov 2017 and 78.7 for Nov 2016).  
The Ap index was > 7 on 10 days.  The Sun was 
spotless on 20 days thru 28 November. 

 
-- DECEMBER FORECAST – 

Solar activity is expected to be very low 
throughout the month.  

The greater than 2 MeV electron flux at 
geosynchronous orbit is expected to range 
from normal to high levels. Moderate levels 
are expected on 07 Dec and 14-16 Dec; 
high levels are expected on 02-06 Dec, 08-
13 Dec and 28-31 Dec. The remainder of 
the forecast month is expected to be at nor-
mal levels. All enhancements in electron flux 
are anticipated in response to multiple, re-
current coronal hole high-speed streams.  

Geomagnetic field activity is expected to 
range from quiet to G1 (Minor) geomagnetic 
storm levels. G1 (Minor) geomagnetic storm 
levels are expected on 02 Dec; active condi-
tions are expected on 01 Dec and 07-08 
Dec; unsettled conditions are expected on 
03-06 Dec, 09 Dec and 17-18 Dec. Quiet 
conditions are expected for the remainder of 
the outlook period. All enhancements in ge-
omagnetic activity are expected in anticipa-
tion of multiple, recurrent, coronal hole high-
speed streams. 

The 10.7 cm Solar Flux Index should range 
from 68 to 70; averaging 69.0 during December. 

(From NOAA Weekly Highlights and Fore-
casts, 26 Nov 2018, NOAA 27-day Space 
Weather Outlook Table, 26 Nov 2018, and 45 
Day AP Forecast, USAF, 26 Nov 2018.) 

 
-- THE GAMBIA-C5YK -- 

  Andre, ON7YK is again active from The Gam-
bia as C5YK. Activity until March 9, 2019. QRV 
on 60-40-20-17-15-12-10m mostly Digi.  (From 
https://dx-world.net/) 
 

 

And May The DX  Gods Be 
With You During 2019!! 
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DX Jack’s page….               ……..  By Jack Sproat, W4JS 
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The ABCs of QSLs by XYZ, revisited 
Now that you know (almost) everything there is 

to know about sending QSL cards (if not, read 

last month‟s Communicator), it‟s time to talk 

about ways of receiving them.  Just as with send-

ing cards, there are different methods of retriev-

ing QSL cards send to you.  Of course there is 

the direct mail method, which for stateside 

QSO‟s usually involves you sending a card and 

including a stamped self-addressed envelope 

with your card or vice-versa.  To get a DX station 

to direct mail you a card usually involves you 

sending the DX station two or more dollars either 

via mail or PayPal.  Certain specialty organiza-

tions like SKCC, FISTS, OQRS also handle the 

transfer of QSL cards, but this conversation will 

stick to the usual method of, “…please QSL via 

the buro.” 

As we know from last month‟s article, our “Buro” 

for outgoing cards is the ARRL.  The ARRL is 

also the “Buro” that foreign countries send QSL 

cards destined to our country.  You‟d think the 

ARRL would then forward the cards directly to 

you, but they don‟t.  What happens next is some-

one at HQ sorts the cards by call districts, zero 

through nine.  The bundles of cards are next sent 

to appropriate district QSL Bureau.  The ten dis-

trict (actually 11) bureaus are manned by volun-

teers from radio clubs or DX clubs that have 

agreed to process the cards sent to them by the 

ARRL.  

Each district operates slightly differ-

ently, but basically, club volunteers 

are assigned a letter of the alpha-

bet and they are responsible for managing all 

cards and funds for callsigns having that particu-

lar letter following the number in the callsign.  

The idea is, you send the bureau money which 

they use to buy postage and supplies to forward 

cards to you.  Your letter manager decides how 

often your cards are mailed to you.  If he sees 

you frequently receiving cards, he may send you 

a pile monthly.  Should it be that you receive very 

few cards, then he‟ll probably hold them for sev-

eral months to see if more are coming for you.  

It‟s his decision, but of course you could contact 

him and express your desires for more or less 

frequent shipping. 

Below is a list of the 11 bureaus for the 10 dis-

tricts.  The 4 call area has two bureaus (for 

callsigns that  have one letter before the number 

and the other for two letters before the number), 

because Venice has the world‟s best DXers and 

contesters, thereby creating such a volume they 

need two bureaus to take care of us - or some-

thing like that.  To start receiving cards, contact 

your bureau, the bureau that handles the number 

in your callsign, not the area you live in.  Proce-

dures vary between the bureaus, but send them 

money by check, PayPal or whatever they desig-

nate.  Then sit back and wait for the cards to 

start rolling in. 

http://wvdxc.org/joomla/index.php/test-

page/79-qsl-bureau/90-7th-area-qsl-

bureau-home-page 

http://arrl-greatlakes.org/8th_bureau.htm 

http://qsl.nidxa.org/ 

http://www.zeroburo.org/ 

 73,  Frank Wroblewski, W2XYZ 

http://www.w1qsl.org/ 

http://www.njdxa.org/?page_id=30 

http://www.ncdxa.org/qsl.shtml 

https://www.cdxa.org/w4qsl-bureau/

index.php 

http://www.k5eok.org/okdxa/ 

http://www.qslbureau.org/ 



MORE >>>>> 

List of items to be sold  -  Bring money !!! 

Hear Ye, Hear Ye, Auction at 

January club meeting ………. 
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Gather at 4 PM for 

cocktails and con-

versation.  Cash bar. 

5 PM - order from their menu 

(individual checks). 

After dinner - speeches (maybe) and 

door prizes.  

Please  contact  Jim, KJ4NDO to include 

you and your’s in the head count. 

Check out their menu here: 

 

Auction Items  --  Page 2 
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Come one, come all to the TARC holiday party at 

Valenti’s on Thursday, December 13th, 2018 !! 

http://valentisristorante.com  

Valenti’s offers six menu items 

for the party. 

Chicken:  Chicken Parm  $19.00  

Pasta:      Lasagna  $16.00  

Fish:         Shrimp Scampi  $19.00  

Veal:         Oreganato  $23.00  

Pizza:       Your choice from the menu, price varies  

Vegetarian:   Eggplant Parm, served over lingui-

ne.  $16.00 

Appetizers/Antipasto and Dessert can be ordered 
off the menu at menu price. Salads ordered with 
the meal are an additional $2.00.  Cash bar.  Price 
of the meal does not include tip.  

We have selected a pleasant, comfortable restau-
rant; members who have eaten at Valenti's 
Ristorante praise the food and note that the por-
tions are generous.   We hope all of our club 
members have a pleasant evening.  

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fvalentisristorante.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3lG3BovqZq1s35qgdQErDG3CdV3TRjmzt0Biv6-ilJO3puD-qMs0Dvy_A&h=AT1s06OFC67CDaKqVXtatsFvciJuJWEWY4aeBTPSJPAvhObfCl_bwKvi1ygxZAgXzDfAkOosnpyP2nTZBjqEqzDa3w33BPg3RguVTE514m7N6kDqrs


 

TARC website gets a face lift 

W hile the snow birds were away and the 

propagation was poor, the club's web-

site received a much needed face lift over the 

summer.  We migrated the authoring software 

from Jumla to WordPress and implemented a 

new brighter, mobile device friendly layout.  

Much of the old content is still there, it just looks 

different and it displays better on cell phones and 

tablets. 

As part of the upgrade, TARC has moved into 

the 21st century and now offers online new 

member registration and dues payment via Pay-

Pal directly from the website.  Also, current 

members may use the website to update their 

member profile (address, phone numbers, and 

call sign or license class), and pay their renewal 

dues online.  A $1 convenience fee will be added 

for these online transactions to defray the Pay-

Pal processing fees charged for using their ser-

vice. Use the "Members" menu tab on the web-

site menu bar to access these new features. 

Information about our club and other area clubs, 

and 2-meter or 70-cm repeaters and nets is also 

updated and available on the website.  There is 

a menu tab for "Elmers" where articles about 

ham radio can be posted for all to see.  If you are 

doing, or have done something ham related that 

you think might be of interest to other club mem-

bers or hams, submit your article with pictures to 

websupport@tamiamiarc.org. 

The current month Communicator newsletter is 

always available for viewing or downloading from 

the front page of the website.  Over the next few 

months, we plan to build an archive of past club 

newsletters.  Currently, we have newsletter files 

going back to 2005 that can be uploaded to our 

website but only 2017 and 2018 newsletters are 

there now. 

Future improvements to the website are being 

contemplated.  A Silent Key page would be really 

nice to remember those members who have 

passed on with a picture and small biographical 

sketch.  We are taking submissions for this page 

now.  Again, submit your Silent Key picture and 

narrative to websupport@tamiamiarc.org.  Al-

so, if anyone has any other suggestions for how 

to improve the look or content of the website 

they may submit them to this same email ad-

dress. 

Please take a few minutes to surf the              

tamiamiarc.org website and see what's there. 

We are trying very hard to keep a current calen-

dar of events and club activities posted to the 

website so that any member may visit and see 

what is going on.   

Members may now view or print the most current 

club membership roster from the website. To 

preserve the privacy of everyone's address, 

email, and phone numbers, the roster is accessi-

ble for download from a password protected 

page on the website.  Click on the "Membership" 

menu and from the drop down menu choices se-

lect "Members Only".  You will be prompted for a 

password.  The password is "W4AC34285"; sim-

ple to remember, club call plus Venice zip code. 

The password 

will be changed 

from time to 

time for securi-

ty and these 

changes will be 

published in 

the Communi-

cator for all 

members to 

see.   

 

Paul Nienaber, 

KN4BAR, 

webmaster. 

tamiamiarc.org 
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Shack of the month - WA1ZKN 

Th anks for visiting my new ham shack!  I 

put this station together with help from 

other club members, shamelessly stealing ideas 

from other stations I have visited. 

The main shack work surface is a 96”x30” maple 

butcher block workbench top I got from Home 

Depot.  Because the top is large and heavy (over 

150 lbs.!) shipping can get complicated and ex-

pensive.  Home Depot will ship to their store for 

free and I was then able to pick it up at my con-

venience (with help from Tom, W4IEE).  Tom al-

so used his router to round over the front edge of 

the bench to make it much more comfortable to 

work at. 

The bench frame was purchased online from 

Global Industrial – it‟s rated for something like 

3000 lbs. so I think it will hold up.  The shelving is 

adjustable wire shelving originally designed for 

food service.  Each shelf is rated for 800 lbs.  For 

this application I got black powder coat instead of 

chrome or stainless.  I purchased the shelving 

online from Shelving.com – they have a wide se-

lection of sizes and finishes and will cut the up-

rights to custom lengths for a very reasonable 

fee.  To provide a smooth surface for the gear 

Tom and I cut pieces of 1/8” Masonite to use as 

shelf liners. 

For power I ran two 20A 120V circuits from the 

main breaker panel in the garage.  I distributed 

the power via two 12-outlet power strips on the 

wall just above the bench top.  This way I don‟t 

have the big rat‟s nest of wires on the floor.  Ra-

ther than pull the power inside the wall I found it 

easier to run some EMT conduit down the wall 

from a junction box in the attic.  I also put in a 

20A 220V circuit for a future HF linear but have 

not installed the outlet until I figure out exactly 

where the amplifier will sit. 

My HF radio is an Icom IC-7610, which I highly 

recommend.  It handles 160-6m in any mode.  It 

has direct connections to my shack PC for digital 

modes, including RTTY.  It has “real” knobs as 

well as a touch screen so it‟s easy to operate.  All 

aspects of the rig (e.g. filters, noise reduction, 

preamp) are all configurable either via the front 

panel or by PC software.  This makes it easy to 

switch between digital modes such as FT8 and 

traditional CW and SSB.  This rig is also capable 

of remote operation via the Internet, although I 

have not implemented this.  I feed a 10MHz fre-

quency reference from a GPS Disciplined Oscilla-

tor into the 7610 so that I stay within about ½ Hz 

of my desired frequency on any band.  The 

GPSDO also serves as my shack UTC clock.  

The 2
nd

 rig is an older Yaesu FT-847 HF/VHF/

UHF radio that I use for VHF and UHF work.  I 

am thinking about selling the FT-847 and replac-

ing it with the 100 watt Icom IC-9700 

144/440/1.2GHz radio that is supposed to be 

available early next year.  We will see what Santa 

has to say � 

The shack PC is a Dell PC that I purchased from 

Amazon as a refurbished unit.  The two wide 

screen monitors allow me to make the FT8 water-

fall big enough to see without my glasses while 
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still having the browser screen to monitor DX 

spots and look up stations on QRZ.com.  The TV 

on the top shelf is connected to the 7610 to dis-

play the same data shown on the rig‟s touch 

screen The TV also streams video and music 

from the Internet. 

The main power supply is a 70 Amp Astron linear 

that I have had for decades.  I recently upgraded 

the power supply with new lighted meters for a 

little extra shack bling.  I feed all the DC power 

through a RigRunner power strip.  All the DC wir-

ing is connected with Anderson PowerPole con-

nectors.  I have another 30 Amp variable voltage 

switching power supply on the “project desk” that 

I use when troubleshooting misbehaving equip-

ment. 

Antennas are pretty basic.  The VHF/UHF anten-

na is an Ed Fong dual-band J pole that is hidden 

in a tree out in front of the house.  With this an-

tenna and an advantageous location in the West 

Villages I can hit every repeater on the DARN list 

without difficulty.  The HF antenna is a “Drunken 

Snake Long Wire” made from Davis Polystealth 

low-reflective wire secured to the roof tiles with 

Christmas light stand-offs.  To tune the long wire I 

use an Icom AH-4 tuner behind the bushes on 

the side of the house.  The HF antenna is certain-

ly an area of the station that can be improved, so 

I am always on the lookout for better (but 

stealthy) antenna systems.  SWR and power out-

put are monitored with Daiwa cross-needle me-

ters. 

To ground everything I have six 8-foot ground 

rods driven in around the perimeter of the house.  

I‟ve connected all the rods with #6 copper wire 

which is tied into the ground system for the pool 

and the house ground.   Both feedlines to the 

shack are protected with lightning arrestors 

mounted on a ground rod just outside the shack 

window. 

It took me a couple of months to put this all to-

gether.  As with any shack, it‟s a work in pro-

gress.  I am continuing to fiddle with the arrange-

ment of the shelves and the gear to improve the 

ergonomics.  One example of this is the need to 

improve the cooling in the room.  With several 

hundred watts of heat being rejected into the 

space, the room can get pretty warm.  As a first 

step, I rearranged the ventilation ducts in the 

house to provide additional cooling air to the 

space.  We‟ll see how effective this is when the 

weather warms up again.  It may be necessary to 

increase the size of the ventilation ducts and 

vents in the room or install a ductless “split” sys-

tem to really do the job. 

The station has been effective considering the 

antenna limitations.  With the help of FT8 (I know, 

it‟s sort of cheating) I‟ve been able to achieve 

WAS and DXCC.  In addition to completing 40m 

single-band WAS, I am only a few contacts away 

from single-band WAS on 80, 30 and 20 and I 

don‟t have too far to go on 160, 17 and 15.  I con-

tinue to chase DX and I am well on the way to 

150 confirmed DXCC entities.  

Patience and a lot of listening 

are key. 

I have to mention the support 

and patience of my YL Patti, 

N4IGI.  She has been a big 

help in all the phases of the 

project.  Thanks Patti!!! 

     Steve, WA1ZKN 

Shack of the month  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

+ 10 meter 

net follows the 

2 meter net at 

28.450 mhz 

 
 

 
* Peaches opens 

at 6:00 AM, or-

ders taken at 

7:00. 

 
 

 
TARC net @ 

7:30 PM 

W4AC / RPT  

146.805 **  

+10M net 

 
Breakfast @ 

Peaches * 

1 
 

2 
 

3 
QCWA  11:30 

AM   Denny’s 

Bee Ridge 

Road  

4 
Breakfast @ 

Peaches * 

DMR net @ 

7:30 PM 

W4AC 444.1 

5 
 

6 
TARC net @ 

7:30 PM 

W4AC / RPT  

146.805 ** 

+10M net 

7 
Breakfast @ 

Peaches * 

 

8 
TARC VE 

Session @ 

Jacaranda 

Public Library 

10:00 AM 

9 
 

10 
DARN Emer-

gency net @ 

11AM Starts 

on NI4CE/RPT 

145.43 pl100 

11 
Breakfast @ 

Peaches * 

DMR net @ 

7:30 PM 

W4AC 444.1 

12 
TARC meet-

ing @ Coast 

Guard Train-

ing Center 

7:00 PM. 

13 
 

14 
Breakfast @ 

Peaches * 

15 

16 17 18 
Breakfast @ 

Peaches * 

DMR net @ 

7:30 PM 

W4AC 444.1 

19 20 
TARC net @ 

7:30 PM 

W4AC / RPT  

146.805 ** 

+10 M net 

21 
Breakfast @ 

Peaches * 

 

22 

23 

 

30 

24 

 

31 

25 
 

26 27 
TARC net @ 

7:30 PM 

W4AC / RPT  

146.805 ** 

+10 M net 

28 
Breakfast @ 

Peaches * 

29 

December, 2018 
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**The W4AC 146.805 Repeater is ANALOG, PL100.  *If the  2-m repeater is down, please QSY to 146.58 simplex+ 

TARC 

CHRISTMAS 

PARTY 



TAMIAMI AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC. 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 
Name ____________________________Call sign_________ Class_____ ARRL, (Y/N) ___ 
 
Local Address_______________________City__________________Zip_______________ 
 
   Phone__________________ Cell _________________ E-Mail______________________ 
 
Summer Address_____________________ City _____________St.____ Zip ____________ 
    
   Phone __________________ Alt. E-mail________________________________________ 
 
Application Date_________________     Amount enclosed  _________________________ 
 
Please check items of interest: 
[   ]  A -  ATV/SSTV   [   ]  L - Echo Link  [   ]  S - Special Events 

[   ]  C -  Contests    [   ]  N - Net Control  [   ]  T - Training 

[   ]  D - Digital (DMR, PSK, etc.) [   ]  O - Computers  [   ]  U -  VHF/UHF 

[   ]  E -  Emergency Comm.  [   ]  P -   Packet   [   ]  V - VE Testing 

[   ]  F - Field Day      [   ]  Q - Publicity   [   ]  X - DX 

[   ]  I -  RFI/TVI    [   ]  R - Repeater   [   ]  Y - RTTY 

[   ]  Other (Specify) _____________________________________    [   ]  Z - QRP 

 

For payments by mail send to:     

TAMIAMI AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC.                 

PO Box 976   

Nokomis, FL  34274 

2018 TARC OFFICERS: 
President:  Andy Durette  KB1HIP 
Vice President: Gary Hagens  K6OC 
Secretary:  Jim Shortill   KJ4NDO 
Treasurer:  Frank Wroblewski  W2XYZ 
Directors:  Peter Boers   KV4LR 
   Larry Bryan   W8LIG 
   Don Jansen   KI4VGE
   Tom McDermitt  W3GXV 
   San Yoder   K3SY 
   Guenther Hennig  AJ4QX 
Dir. & Pub. Inf. Tom Porada   W4IEE 

Dues: 

Regular member      $20.00/yr. 

    After 6/1  -  $10.00 to yr. end 

    After 10/31  $20.00 thru next yr. 

Family Membership   $25.00/yr 

Non Voting Student      $5.00/yr 

New licensee  - first year free. 

 

The Communicator is a monthly publication of  

The Tamiami Amateur Radio Club, Inc.  Editor: San Yoder, K3SY 

http://www.tamiamiarc.org   Webmaster: Paul Nienaber, KN4BAR 

Web site payments accepted via PayPal.  

(Add $1.00 convenience fee.) 


